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St.Peter's Basilica

St Peter's Basilica is one of the largest
buildings in the world and the largest of
the papal basilicas.

A bit of history:

In the 4th century the newly converted
emperor
Constantine
ended
the
persecution of Christians and decided to
build a basilica in the place where the
apostle Peter was buried. The church
was used for worship, as a covered
cemetery and as a funeral banquet hall.
During the early Middle Ages it was the
main place of pilgrimage in the West.

The actual basilica, commissioned in
1506 by Pope Julius II, was begun by
the architect Donato Bramante, then
the work passed to Raphael Sanzio and
Antonio da Sangallo the Younger.
Michelangelo Buonarroti gave the final
shape to the project and reinforced the
structure with the erection of an
imposing dome. The facade and the
square were finished by the architect
Carlo Maderno and Gian Lorenzo
Bernini.

A little Curiosity:

Did you know that Michelangelo was
only 24 years old when he sculpted
“The Pietà” which is inside St. Peter's
Basilica? This work deserves to be seen
up close to appreciate the genius of this
artist at his young age. After the attacks
on La Pietà in 1972, the sculpture is
now protected by a crystal.

Castel Sant'Angelo

What is Castel S.Angelo?
It is perhaps one of the most
representative and photographed
monuments of the eternal city, a
must for those who want to
admire one of the most exciting
views of the city and for
photography enthusiasts.
It has had an atypical destiny in
the history of the capital: while all
other monuments of the Roman
era have been reduced to ruins or
quarries of waste materials to be
recycled into new buildings, the
Castle has accompanied the fate
and history of Rome for almost
two thousand years.
In spite of its name it was built as
the tomb of Emperor Hadrian and
his descendants. During the
Middle Ages it was attributed a
defensive function and was
included in the Aurelian walls. Its
appearance then turned into a
fortress.

Transformed into a prison by
Teodoric,
afterwards
it
was
disputed between many families
and ended up among the
possessions of the Orsini family. In
1200 Pope Nicholas III gave it to
the church and wanted the
construction of the Passetto di
Borgo, an underground tunnel
that connects the castle to the
Vatican, later used as a secret
passage by the popes to escape in
case of enemy attacks.
From 1400 it began to be
embellished with the addition of
courtyards, loggias and the papal
apartments
with
luxurious
decorations.
Today it houses a permanent
national museum and temporary
exhibitions.
Famous is the terrace of the Angel,
so called because of a colossal
statue of the Archangel Michael,
that gave the monument its
current name. According to an
anecdote,
during
a
plague
epidemic Gregory the Great
decided to make a procession to
the castle where he had the vision
of the angel in the act of sheathing
his sword. This vision put an end
to the epidemic.

Piazza Navona
Built in elegant baroque style, it is one of the most beautiful and famous squares in
Rome. It occupies the area of the ancient stadium of Domitian (Circus Agonal), with a
capacity of 30,000 spectators, where the Romans carried out their sports and
competitive activities.
It is surrounded by bars and restaurants and during the day it has a pleasant
atmosphere.

Undoubtedly, the most fascinating elements of Piazza Navona are the three fountains
built during the mandate of Gregory XIII Boncompagni:

Fountain of the Four Rivers

Designed by Bernini in 1651. Its four
statues represent the most important
rivers of the time: the Nile, the Danube,
the Ganges and the Rio de la Plata. In
the center of the square is a 16-meterhigh obelisk, which was previously
located in the Circus of Maxentius on
via Appia.
Fountain of the Moor
It was created by Giacomo della Porta
and perfected by Bernini, who later
added dolphins.

Neptune Fountain

Designed by Giacomo della Porta, it
was abandoned from its creation until
1873, when it was finalized by Zappalà
and Della Bitta.
A little curiosity
Until the mid-nineteenth century, in
summer the water drains of the three
fountains were closed and the central
part of the square was flooded,
becoming "The Lake of Piazza Navona".

Pantheon

The word "Pantheon" means "temple
dedicated to the worship of all gods".
The ancient Romans, in fact, originally
worshiped many gods, invoked to
protect particular aspects of private
and public life. The temple was
originally built by Agrippa in 27/25 BC
but was destroyed by fire and then
rebuilt twice, then it underwent several
restorations.
The Pantheon, located in the ancient
Campus Martius, is famous throughout
the world for its circular shape and
even today architects from all over
Europe study it with great attention.
The circular room is preceded by a
prònao, a sort of portico supported by
sixteen Corinthian columns of gray and
pink granite, that support a pediment
with a very famous inscription
dedicated to Agrippa.
It reads: “M. Agrippa L. F. Cos. Tertium
fecit”: "Marcus Agrippa, son of Lucius,
built it during his third year as consul".

The
beautiful
dome
reaches
a
maximum height of 43 meters and
discharges its weight thanks to the
vaults on eight hollow pillars inside.
The light that penetrates inside the
building varies according to the time of
day, illuminating different parts each
time. The dome, originally covered with
gilded bronze, in the 8th century was
covered again with lead and bronze,
removed by order of Pope Urbano
Barberini for the realization of the
majestic baldachin in St. Peter's.
Hence the origin of the saying: “What
the barbarians didn't do, the Barberini
did”.
In 608 CE the temple passed to
Christian worship and was dedicated to
Santa Maria ad Martyres. Over the
years there were buried the remains of
some Christian martyrs and some
sovereigns of Italy, such as Vittorio
Emanuele II and his son Umberto I.

Trevi Fountain
The central part develops as a
triumphal arch with a large niche
and Corinthian columns at the
sides. Four statues adorn the great
work,
that
symbolize
the
Abundance of fruits, the Fertility of
the fields, the Gifts of Autumn and
the Amenity of the meadows.
In the deep central niche is the
statue of Ocean positioned on a
large shell pulled by two winged
sea horses, guided by a young and
an adult triton.
It is the largest and most scenic
fountain in Rome, and one of the
undisputed symbols of the city.
The name “Trevi” can derive from
"Trebium", the place of origin near
the Tiburtina road, or "trivio", the
intersection of the three streets
Collatina,
Prenestina
and
Tiburtina, from which the water
originates, or from a temple called
"Trevi", dedicated to Iuturna, the
nymph
invoked
during
the
drought.
It was started as a work of
restoration of the aqueduct of
the
Acqua
Vergine,
commissioned in 1453 by Pope
Nicolò V, embellished with the
coats of arms of the pontiff and of
the Roman people, following the
projects of Leon Battista Alberti
and Bernardo Rossellini. Urbano
VIII decided to replace it with a
grandiose fountain that was
officially inaugurated on May 22,
1762.
It entirely covers the smaller side
of Palazzo Poli.

What are the traditions linked
to the Trevi Fountain?
A romantic tradition known all
over the world is the toss of the
coin: if you want to return to Rome
you must throw a coin into the
central basin, turning your back,
with your right hand on your left
shoulder and your eyes closed.
Equally romantic is the tradition of
the glass, no longer in use and not
so well known today. Once upon a
time, when young men had to
leave for work or military service,
their girlfriends would make them
drink water from the fountain
from a new glass and then break it
themselves, as a pact of eternal
fidelity.

